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M EXI C O

Human Development Index ranking: .829
Gender-Related Development Index value: .820
Gender Empowerment Measure value: .589

General
Type of government: Federal Republic
Major ethnic groups: Mestizo (60%); Indian (30%); White (9%); other (1%)
Language: Spanish
Religions: Roman Catholic (76.5%), Protestant (6.3%); other, unspecified, or none

(17.2%)
Date of independence: 1810
Former colonial power: Spain

Demographics
Population, total (millions), 2005: 104.3
Annual growth rate (%), 2005–2015: 1.0
Total fertility (average number of births per woman): 2.4
Contraceptive prevalence (% of married women aged 15–49): 74
Maternal mortality ratio, adjusted (per 100,000 live births), 2000: 60

Women’s Status
Date of women’s suffrage: 1947
Life expectancy: M 73.1; F 78
Combined gross enrollment ratio for primary, secondary, and tertiary education 

(female %), 2005: 96.9
Gross primary enrollment ratio: 108*

Gross secondary enrollment ratio: 83
Gross tertiary enrollment ratio: 24
Literacy (% age 15 and older): M 93.2; F 90.2

Political Representation of Women
Seats in parliament (% held by women): 21.5
Legislators, senior officials, and managers (% female): 29
Professional and technical workers (% female): 42
Women in government at ministerial level (% total): 9.4

Economics
Estimated earned income (PPP US$), 2005: M 15,680; F 6,039
Ratio of estimated female to male earned income: .39
Economic activity rate (% female): 40.2
Women in adult labor force (% total): 35 (this figure obtained at the CEDAW Statis-

tical Database)

*Gross enrollment ratios in excess of 100% indicate that there are pupils or students outside
the theoretical age groups who are enrolled in that level of education.






















































